An Invitation to Help…

REALIZE A DREAM…
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THE HOUSE OF INDIGENOUS CULTURES AND SPIRITUALITY

at Mpambo Afrikan Multiversity
Isegero Campus, Iganga

The Magic of Culture and Language

MPAMBO AFRIKAN MULTIVERSITY: AN AFRIKAN STORY OF HOPE AND VISION

At a time when most of the news on Afrika contains scenes of violence and conflict, we are writing to you with a story of hope and a vision for a different Afrika.  The Story of Mpambo Afrikan Multiversity and the Dream of creating a House of Indigenous Cultures and Spirituality, as the centre-piece of Mpambo’s village-based campus, at Isegero, Busiki, Iganga, Busoga Kingdom; an hour’s drive from Jinja City, on the shores of Lake Victoria, at the Source of The Nile.  The campus consists of several basic traditional and grass-thatched roofs.

In Kampala the Multiversity is located at 24 Lower Naguru East Road, Naguru Hill.

An Introduction to the Multiversity
Both Afrikans and Europeans understand the magic of culture; a package which includes land, history, spirituality, language and epistemology.  For example, according to a Kiswahili saying, “Mukosa mila ni mtumwa”; that is, “without your culture you are a slave”.
On their part, all the countries of Europe, including the smallest, Iceland, with a population of 230,000 people, insist on using their mothertongue throughout their education cycles, from kindergarten to university, in Government communication and in literature.  The Chinese, Japanese, Koreans and Arabs do so as well.  This goes to demonstrate that a people’s culture cannot be an impediment to their development.  On the contrary, it is the most portent resource they will ever have for their own internally-propelled and sustainable development, transformation and modernization.

It was precisely for this reason that Mpambo Afrikan Multiversity was founded in 1995 as a community-based centre for mothertongue higher education and research.  Mpambo aims at raising from amongst the community, a critical mass of world class mothertongue intellectuals and scholars, and to give them the opportunity to raise themselves to higher levels of awareness and expertise through independent, as well as through mutual endeavours of knowledge creation and transfer, with their Western-trained counterparts – to power and fire internally propelled and sustainable Afrikan transformation.

Mpambo Afrikan Multiversity was born out of waking up to a fact which Ameripeans, Arabs, Chinese, Japanese, etc. take for granted and enjoy!  Namely that no community can be self-determined, and therefore achieve internally self-propelling and sustainable levels of economic development, science and technology, and cultural enlightenment, unless and until they have their own active knowledge base, rooted in their history, culture, language and epistemology which actively nourishes and informs their awareness, knowledge creation and application; as well as the means to maintain, deepen, renew and expand the frontiers of that knowledge.  In other words, cognitive autonomy and security is at the very heart of a people’s autonomy and progress.  This is necessarily so because Progress is about a people accessing and unleashing their own inner energies and genius, while applying that energy and genius to the demands of their collective survival and well-being.

What is more, the genius of Afrikan peoples, for example, cannot be accessed, let alone be unlocked, in English, French, Portuguese, Arabic or Chinese.  Moreover, the masterly of one’s own people’s language and knowledge is the master key to understanding and reading the world, as well as to accessing and making strategic sense of other people’s languages and knowledges – and that way convert other peoples’ languages and knowledges into a tool for the freedom and progress of one’s own people and community.  For that reason, therefore, Mpambo Afrikan Multiversity is centred around community-based organic mothertongue intellectuals and scholars; the ones who have emerged out of community struggles to be free, and, on a day-to-day basis, are ideologically and spiritually nourished by the community.  Moreover, men and women who are considered by their community and peers to be compelling experts.  They may not have been to school, but for a good number of them each, indeed, is a school unto themselves.

This New Class of MotherTongue intellectuals can help precipitate transformative developments on the Afrikan continent because they constitute part of the organic unbroken umbilical cord which joins contemporary Afrikan Society to its very beginning at The Source of The Nile, through the glorious and great times of Ancient Ethiopia and Ancient Egypt, Kemet.  By bringing such complete Afrikan Story and Memory to creatively bear on the Present, this new intellectual class can help the contemporary Afrikan Nation to stand tall on the shoulders of its ancestors, so as to be able to see, imagine and build a future greater than what their foremothers and forefathers ever did at The Source of The Nile, in Ethiopia or Egypt, Kemet.

THE MULTIVERSITY PROGRAMME

Mpambo Multiversity is unfolding around four thematic areas of learning or faculties: Spirituality and Philosophy; Health; Food and Agriculture; Black Awareness.  Yet the physical infrastructure of Mpambo Afrikan Multiversity belies what she has done and achieved, or its importance.  Mpambo’s most important and enduring work has been to root and embed herself in the community, win some of its best hearts and minds, and be diffused in the community.  That notwithstanding, the following specific projects need to be mentioned:

Faculty Development 

Faculty development at Mpambo has tended to follow the following process:

· The identification of a core of strategic compelling experts engaged in the search of Another World; particularly a world founded on community cognitive autonomy and security, as well as people-to-people New Internationalism.

· The orientation of the said experts into a conscious pool of experts in association with Mpambo Multiversity, and engaged in mutual endeavours of knowledge creation and building new awareness.

· The linking of the pool of a core of experts with a core of seekers and learners into a community dedicated to the search of new truths, perspectives and nuances consistent with Another World as a commonwealth of horizontally ordered peoples – and  that way precipitate a whole community-based school of thought and social movement.

Study Circles

Study Circles are organized in a series of lectures and seminars designed to help the experts and those who want to learn with them to generate new awareness and understanding; to help them read the world and better position themselves in their respective spaces, for transformative praxis.  Study Circles provide energetic space where the minds of Afrikan Mothertongue intellectuals and scholars meet, mingle and cross-fertilize with their Western-trained counterpart, for purposes of strengthening indigenous scholarship and Afrikan Black intellectual self-determination.

Research and Systematization

Research and systematization have so far converged into two Manifestoes: The Manifesto of Afrikan Spirituality; and The Manifesto of Indigenous Governance.

Endowment Fund

The crafting of a social enterprise as a partnership to generate an endowment fund through long-term investment in forest plantations of melia volkaensii, pine, terminalia, etc.; as well as investment in mangoes, pineapples, papaya, passion fruits and yams, for some bridging finance.
THE HOUSE OF INDIGENOUS CULTURES AND SPIRITUALITY
The House of Indigenous Cultures and Spirituality is the centre-piece of the programme to modernize and upgrade Mpambo’s upcountry campus at Isegero Village.  It has been designed as a centre for study, reflection and deep dialogue, to provide some comfortable and fitting meeting space; residence space for visiting and guest mothertongue and indigenous scholars; a library and resource collection; and a bookstore.  The House will serve to help particularly the oppressed and marginalized peoples and their normally disadvantaged organic mothertongue and indigenous scholars, considered by their community and peers to be compelling experts, to engage in mutual endeavours of learning at a high level of quality and sophistication; as well as, in addition, give the opportunity to those who want to learn with and under them to do so effectively.  At the House community-based mothertongue organic scholars will collaboratively work with Western-trained scholars and intellectuals who, having recognized the limitations of the Western development paradigm for the transformation of their communities, are in search of their roots and another world.

The House of Indigenous Cultures and Spirituality will provide opportunities to advance our understanding of the role of indigenous knowledges, ways of knowing and cultures from all parts of the world, including the traditions of Aboriginal Peoples in what is now North and South America, New Zealand and Australia.

DESIGN, MATERIALS AND SYMBOLISM

The House has been designed and materials chosen as an eco-solution, with considerable spiritual symbolism; for example:

· It is designed in the shape of the map of Afrika, to bring out the spirit which surrounds this continent, Mother of Everything.

· Built with stone, a symbol of the stone-spirit of standing firm and weathering all manner of challenges, without revisionism, in thought, word or deed.

· The roof has been designed to have some semblance with the mountains of central Afrika, particularly the Rwenzori, Kilimanjaro, Kirinyaga and Masaaba, in the Afrikan Great Lakes Region; the Cradle of Humankind.
· The use of solar energy and the harvest of rain water from the roof emphasizes the humility to live within the rhythm of nature instead of the imperative to manipulate nature.

· The roof is thatched with the finest grass, a symbol of hope and royalty.  The change and replacement of the thatch every 50-60years (the estimated life of the thatch) is an external sign of the inner need for incremental and strategic change in the praxis of the Multiversity; change being the only basis for development, transformation and longevity.

· The four entrances/exits will help receive knowledge from all the four corners of the earth; east, west, south and north.  Similarly, through the same doors knowledge from the House will spread to all corners of the earth.

· Corridors in the House represent major rivers, particularly the Nile, Niger, Congo, Limpopo and Zambezi, spurs to knowledge creation, and highways for its sharing and diffusion. 
· The Equator is depicted in the House, to symbolize equality, complementarity and the meeting place of two Spirits; male and female, the source of all living things. 
· Ekyoto (Holy Fire Place) has been put in the centre of the conference room, as a symbol that light will guide all the work carried out in the House. Where there is darkness this House will illuminate light; and where there is light, more light will be illuminated.
FUNDRAISING STRATEGY
International Effort
The idea of The House of Indigenous Cultures and Spirituality has attracted international attention and solidarity of men, women and organizations of goodwill.  To upgrade their intentions, a group of supporters, many of whom live and work in Canada, have constituted themselves into “Canadian Friends of Mpambo”.  Then the Victoria International Development Education Association (VIDEA), a highly respected NGO based in Victoria, BC., Canada with a long history of supporting effective projects in Afrika, have joined hands with the Canadian Friends of Mpambo to work together to help raise the moneys required to construct the House of Indigenous Cultures and Spirituality.  Indeed the breaking of the ground has been set for the first week of June 2008; and the House to be completed by end of 2009.

The Uganda National Fundraising Effort
The Ugandan fundraising effort has the responsibility to locally raise some US$25,000 to cover the following costs:

· Finishings

· Furnishing

· Furniture and Equipment
· Decoration and artifacts

· Landscaping and Compound 

To realize its objectives, the Ugandan fundraising committee has planned several activities, including the following: direct and individualized appeals, personal and institutional; charity walks; fundraising dinners; football matches between two leading teams and between personages; music and dance concerts by leading artists; a raffle.

Please Give Generously…

For more information, please contact:

Paulo Wangoola Nabyama, Mpambo Afrikan Multiversity

24 Lower Naguru East Road

Naguru Hill, Kampala

Email: mpambo@yahoo.com
Landline: 256 – 414 – 288 – 307

Mobile: 256 – 772 – 489 – 081 
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